
him in print and when it turns 
up at a book sale it brings 
twenty-five dollars.  His wife 
Eva Umstat, came from the 
lower Rhineéó 

 

In Dutch circles, he was 
known as Hendrick, 
amongst the Germans as 
Heinrich and with the Eng-
lish as Henry. We have ex-
amples of him using the 
various spellings of his first 
name.  Samuel described 
Hendrickõs handwriting, 
òThe autograph is written in 
the German script, in a back-
hand, the letters are small, the 
hair lines are as fine as though 
made by a delicately reared 
young girl. And the capitals 
show entire command of the pen 
and ornamental curves which 
may properly be described as 
artistic.ó (Hendrick Panne-
becker Surveyor of Lands 
for the Penns 1674-1754, p. 
26) 

Samuel W. Pennypacker 
had a strong interest in his 
familiesõ genealogy.  He had 
an especial interest in his 
fatherõs line.  He crafted a 
handwritten genealogy of all 
the descendants of Hendrick 
and Eve Umstat Pannebeck-
er, the first line of the fami-
ly to arrive in Philadelphia.   

 

A recently acquired book 
De Werken van den Hoog 
Verlichten Jacob Bril or 
òThe Works of Jacob Briló 
published in Dutch in Am-
sterdam by Barent Visser in 
1705 contains some previ-
ously unknown genealogical 
facts about Hendrick Panne-
becker(1674-1754) written 
in his own hand. 

 

Samuel did quite a bit of 
research on Hendrick and 
wrote the following about 
him in his autobiography:  
òThe founder of the family in 

Pennsylvania, Hendrick Panne-
becker, was born March 21, 
1674.  He was in Germantown 
in 1699, and from there moved 
out to Skippack in 1702 as the 
attorney for Matthias Van Beb-
ber for the sale of the lands of 
the latter in Bebberõs township.  
He later bought the township 
and became, as well as Van 
Bebber and Lodowick Christian 
Sprogell, one of the three 
Dutch patrons of Pennsylvania.  
He was a surveyor and laid out 
most of the early roads in upper 
Philadelphia, now Montgomery 
County.  I have his bill to the 
Penns for surveying a number of 
their manors in 1733, with the 
order of Thomas Penn for its 
payment.  He understood three 
languages- Dutch, German and 
English.  He had a library of 
books.  He owned seven thou-
sand acres of land.  He wrote a 
very pretty script, drew deeds 
and devised a seal much like 
that of Van Rensselaer on New 
York.  There is a biography of 
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Left: Hendrickõs 
signature in 1706. 
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ENGLISH  TRANSLATION 

 

This book called the Writings of Jacob Bril [belongs to] 

Hendrick Pannebacker to who finds it bring it to him  

written this 17 Day of February 1745 

My wife died November 27, 1739. 

January 12, 1702, my daughter Martha was born between 12 and 1 o'clock. 

June 8, 1704, my daughter Catharine was born between 6 and seven. 

February 14, 1707, my son Adolph was born. 

March 8, 1710, my son Peter was born. 

August 27, 1713, my son John was born. 

June 28, 1716, my daughter Barbara was born. 

March 5, 1719,  Jacob was born between 5 and 6 in the morning. 

September 26, 1725, my son Henry was born at 6 in the afternoon. 

October 14, 1699 I Heinrich Pannebecker from Crefelt with Eva Umstat got married. 

September 2, 1698 I Heinrich Pannebecker arrived in Philadelphia. 

GERMAN  TRANSCRIPTION 

The first page has "A Buch genamte schreiben von Jacob Bril    

Hendrich Pannebacker zu Ihr es und find Der es find Der bring 

Weder geshreiben Den 17 Tag am February 1745 

Anno 1739 Den 27 Tag November is Mein hausfrau gestorben 

Anno 1702 Den 12 Tag January is Mein Tochter Martha gebohren zwischen 12 und 1 Uhr 

Anno 1704 Den 8 Tag Junius zwischen 6 und sieben ist Mein Tochter Catharine Gebohren 

Anno 1707 Den 14 Tag February ist Mein Sohn  Adolph gebohren 

Anno 1710 Den 8 Tag Martz ist Mein Sohn Petter gebohren. 

Anno 1713 Den 27 Tag Agustus ist Mein Sohn Johannis gebohren 

Anno 1716 Den 28 Tag Junnis ist Mein Tochter Annabarber gebohren 

Anno 1719 Den 6 Tag Martz zwischen 5 und 6 Uhr Dess Morgans Jacobus geboren 

Anno 1725 Den 26 Tag November und 6 aft nachmittag ist mein Sohn Hendrichus gebohren 

Anno 1699 Den 14 Tag October bin ich Hendrich Pannebecker von Crefelt mitt Eva Umstat zu Den 
Ehestand getretten. 

Anno 1698 bin Ich Hendrich Pannebebecker Den 2 Tag September in Philadelphia gearrivert  
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HANDWRITTEN  GENEALOGY BY HEINDRICK PANNEBECKER IN 1745 

Above:  This handwriting was written on the first page of the book De Werken van den Hoog Verlichten Jacob Bril.  This book is a compilation of three books by 
Jacob Bril, who was born in 1639 and died in 1700.  Bril was married with no children.  He was a teacher doing confirmations for the Dutch Reformed Church.  
His writings are about how to lead one's life as a Christian.  For Hendrick Pannebecker to own a book of the Dutch Reformed faith is not unusual since òThe 
baptism of 1710, of the children of Hendrick by a Dutch Reformed minister from one of the congregations of New York, there being no Reformed minister 
in Pennsylvania, shows they were all of the same faith.ó (Hendrick Pannebecker Surveyor of Lands for the Penns 1674-1754, p. 21) Continued on page 4. 



What is important about the 
date September 2nd or Octo-
ber 14th?  Hans Peter and Bar-
bara Umstat arrived in Phila-
delphia from Crefeld on Oc-
tober 14, 1685 with their 
children, Johannes, Anna 
Margaretta and Eve, who is 
often listed as Eva.  Previous-
ly unknown  was Hendrick 
Pannebeckerõs arrival date or 
the exact marriage date for 
him and Eve. From Hen-
drickõs own writings it is now 
known that he arrived in Phil-
adelphia on September 2, 
1698, and he was also from 
Crefeld.  Hendrick and Eva 
were married on October 14, 
1699.  He had an interest in 
religion and acquired quite a 
library of books.  Samuel 
wrote the following òSoon 
after his death, on June 16, 
1754, his two sons and son-in-
law inserted this advertisement in 
Saurõs Pensylvanishche Ber-
ichte:  òHe was accustomed to 
lend out many of his books, and 
any one who has any of the said 
books in his possession is requested 
to bring them to Johannes Panne-
becker, Peter Pannebecker or Cor-
nelius Theissen.ó (Hendrick 
Pannebecker Surveyor of 
Lands for the Penns 1674-
1754, p. 105) 

It is clear from the infor-
mation in this book, that Sam-
uel Whitaker Pennypacker 
never saw it because it has 
dates for children, the mar-
riage and the arrival in the 
United States, dates that he 
never included in his writ-
ings. We now have exact 
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N EW GENEALOGICAL FIND ! CONTINUED ... 
dates for the births of all Hen-
drick and Eveõs children but 
still many questions remain.  
In his genealogy Samuel does 
not list Catharine as a daugh-
ter, but does list a Susanna 
that he knew very little 
about.  With Henry born in 
1725, it raises the question of 
when Eve was born.  We do 
not have all the answers, 
however this is truly a mag-
nificent find, and one that 
Samuel never saw! 

 

What is so remarkable about 
this book is that  we can com-
pare Heindrickõs handwriting 
with samples that Samuel had 
obtained and the wording 
clearly indicates that Hen-
drick wrote it, òI Hen-
drickó and òMy wifeó and 
we now can offer this invalua-
ble book to interested family 
members for research purpos-
es. Along with the many 
thousands of papers, books, 
and family memorabilia left 
by Samuel, this book will be 
one more piece of the pre-
served history of this Pennsyl-
vania family for future gener-
ations here at Pennypacker 
Mills. 

 

The book will be on display 
during regular tours for the 
months of April and May.  It 
will be made available to re-
searchers throughout the year 
by appointment only. 

 

 

Above: Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker, 1895 
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